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Dear friends and colleagues,  
During this holiday season more than 
ever, our thoughts and prayers turn to 
the families of the nearly 280,000 per-
sons in the U.S. who have lost their lives 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
we enter the winter holiday season and 
continue to pivot in the age of COVID-
19, it is important that the 1890 com-
munity continue to remain vigilant, 
continue to follow other mitigation 

efforts such as social distancing, washing hands, wearing 
masks and using other PPE, and obeying shelter-in place or-
ders. Even with the development of a vaccine, current model-
ing suggests that some level of mitigation will be required 
throughout the country through the late spring, into early 
summer and perhaps the fall. As such, states and universities 
in the 1890 land-grant system will continue to update their 
policies regarding social distancing, testing, contact tracing 
and travel restrictions. 

And 2021 will have its share of challenges. I’m con-
vinced, however, that we will emerge from COVID-19 strong-
er, more resilient, more agile and with new opportunities to 
better serve our students and clientele. Times of crisis in high-
er education often lead to an overall improvement in the 
academy’s structure, operation and business models. ARD’s 
goal is to continue to promote access, opportunity and inclu-
sive excellence, while providing innovative solutions to the 
food and agricultural research challenges facing the region, 
nation and world-at-large. As members of the land-grant 
learning community, we will use this crisis as an opportunity 
to learn, to develop best practices, to adapt, to reimagine and 
to innovate.  

As we continue to adjust to this “new normal,” I sin-
cerely thank you for participating in and being fully engaged in 
ARD’s mission and vision. ARD will continue to implement its 
‘innovation agenda,’ as detailed in our strategic agenda, “bold 

Transformations 2025: Strategic Agenda for 1890 

DR. CHANDRA REDDY  

See Smithfield on Page 3 

CAHS’ Cooperative Agricultural Research Center (CARC) 
plays an important role in agriculture, natural resources 

and life sciences.  

 SMITHFIELD, VA. – Smithfield Foods Inc. and non-
profit organization Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources 
and Related Sciences (MANRRS) announced a partnership on 
Nov. 12. Smithfield has committed $500,000 to MANRRS to 
help the organizations’ pursuit of excellence in leadership, 
scholarship and service through fostering involvement of mem-
bership from diverse backgrounds in the field of agriculture. 
 The first thing Smithfield’s investment will focus on is 
creating a pipeline of diverse K-12 students with an interest in 
food, agriculture and natural resource careers. Smithfield and 
MANRRS created the Smithfield Jr. MANRRS Scholars Pro-
gram to help the next generation of leaders achieve success and 
expose minority students to STEM-related disciplines through a 
series of educational programs and curricula aimed at expanding 
their agricultural acumen. 
 “Smithfield Foods is honored to be part of the ongoing 
effort to engage historically underrepresented students in the 
future of our industry,” said Steve Evans, a director of commu-
nity development at Smithfield Foods. “By investing in these 
initiatives, we will provide the agricultural sector with broader 
perspectives and backgrounds. The innovative programs out-

Smithfield announces  
MANRRS partnership 

N.C. A&T releases latest Re:search magazine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=IEe_KpZUDuo&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=IEe_KpZUDuo&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=IEe_KpZUDuo&feature=youtu.be&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://online.fliphtml5.com/nbdy/xlae/#p=1
https://online.fliphtml5.com/nbdy/xlae/#p=1
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 We are now one month into the 
new fiscal year and we are continuing 
to move at a rapid pace to address 
the needs and concerns of our stake-
holders. Over the past few weeks, 
you have seen many funding oppor-
tunities announced in accordance 
with our new RFA Calendar. We 
hope you are finding this to be a 
helpful planning tool. 
 While we are reviewing your 
feedback from Project Café and as-
signing teams to address the major 
issues you helped us identify, we are 
reestablishing our liaisons with the 

land-grant university system organizations and boards to fa-
cilitate a more consistent flow of information. Here is the 
updated list of NIFA liaisons to APLU-affiliated organiza-
tions for the coming year: 
Board on Agriculture Assembly and Administrative 
Heads Section: Parag R Chitnis 
Academic Programs Section: Suresh Sureshawaran 

Cooperative Extension Section: Mike Fitzner 
Experiment Station Section: Tim Conner 
International Agriculture Section: Amrit Bart 
1890 Region: Peter Motavalli 
North-central Region: Deb Hamernik 
Northeastern Region: Mark Carter 
Southern Region: Kevin Kephart 
Western Region: Suzanne Stluka 
Board on Human Sciences: Brent Elrod  
Board on Forestry: Eric Norland 
Board on Veterinary Sciences: Deb Hamernik 
NARRU: Peter Motavalli 
 As we hire and train new staff, we will continue to ex-
pand out liaison activities, including the state liaison program, 
and update you about new assignments. The feedback you 
have provided us over the past year has been invaluable as we 
build a new and stronger agency to better serve stakeholder 
needs. Your continued feedback on our progress is encour-
aged and welcomed. Remember, you can continuously track 
our progress at the Project Café dashboard site. 

 

From the desk of Parag Chitnis 

PARAG R. CHITNIS, PH.D.  

FFAR Fellows seeks applicants for upcoming cohort 
 The FFAR Fellows Program was established to provide 
professional development and career guidance to the next 
generation of food and agriculture scientists across the 
Foundation for Food and Agriculture’s Challenge Areas and 
strategic initiatives. The consensus among employers is that 
U.S. universities could better prepare a career ready STEM 
workforce by breaking down the disciplinary silos and in-
creasing the focus on professional development and “soft-
skills”, which would result in more well-rounded 
graduates. By providing early career support to 
graduate students, the program cultivates support-
ive relationships between graduate students and 
industry, government, and NGO peers to equip 
students with the skills needed to facilitate their 
transition to the workforce and prepare future 
leaders for food and agriculture. Fellows will be co
-mentored over the three-year program by univer-
sity and industry representatives and engage with 
their peers in professional development program-
ming both virtually and at the annual one-week 
residential sessions.  
 The  FFAR Fellows program trains cohorts 
of 20 Ph.D. students in agriculture, life sciences and related 
programs from across the United States and Canada over a 
three-year period. The application portal for the 2021-2024 
cohort is now open. Complete applications must be received 
by Feb. 22, 2021 for the Stipend + Professional Develop-
ment category, and by April 15, 2021 for the Professional 

Development category. Fellows will be notified by March 
1, 2021 for the Stipend + Professional Development catego-
ry, and by May 1, 2021 for the Professional Development 
category.  
 To be considered for the fellowship, students must sub-
mit all application materials by the due dates, including the 
confirmation of financial commitment from a university, 
industry, or analogous sponsor.  

  NEW THIS YEAR: Students from any universi-
ty in the United States and Canada are eligible to apply for 
the Stipend Option.  
 NEW THIS YEAR:  Match sponsorship can derive 
from any non-federal funding source--from industry, com-
modity organizations, foundations, or university programs.  

N I F A  D I R E C T O R  U P D A T E  

https://nifa.usda.gov/upcoming-rfa-calendar
https://nifa.usda.gov/project-cafe
https://foundationfar.org/what-we-do/
https://foundationfar.org/what-we-do/
https://ffarfellows.org/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTkdOa1lUUmhOakU1T0RJNCIsInQiOiJMMmd1WGhzTGFzV0Z5WmpaOU8wWjFTbWVmMnlLbGdSWmZqdE5aZXErSGhKVEFJYnRlYTBITk5PSTlzemxHWVBNekFWTGQyK1RzZVo3U09RYzZTSGxZMXhKeW5YVG1tamV6ejJ5NDlMNGtlekxKTkdBb1RnVHpnZnErZDZaRm4xQiJ9
https://ffarfellows.org/apply/
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Reddy … from page 1 

Research and Innovation in the Food, Agricultural and Environmental Scienc-
es.” In concert with ARD’s “innovation agenda,” we will continue help solve 
the three most pressing national issues: the COVID-19 pandemic; an econom-
ic crisis and a social justice crisis caused by decades of unaddressed systemic 
racism. These interconnected injustices have been made more visible by 
COVID19 as well as their disproportionate impact on the communities that 
we serve – low income, underserved or marginalized.   

As the 1890 leaders across the three mission areas continue to work 
collaboratively to better serve the peo-
ple, families and communities in the 
1890 region, AEA and ARD again will 
host a joint meeting (virtual) with the 
Council of 1890 Deans of Agriculture 
on Jan. 25-28, 2021. Among the issues 
important to the 1890 community are 
appropriation goals, priorities and ad-
vocacy strategies; agricultural research 
infrastructure; strategic realignment; communications and marketing; NIFA’s 
Project Café; the 1890/USDA Task Force; partnerships; the centers of excel-
lence; a proposed pandemic innovation center; and the 1890 scholarship 
program. Feel free to email other agenda items/issues for consideration to 
our Executive Director, Alton Thompson, athompson1@ncat.edu. 

Finally, I want to express my appreciation to ARD members, re-
searchers, supporters and friends who, despite COVID-19, have worked dili-
gently to advance the ARD mission, vision, goals and value proposition. One 
of the real joys of the holiday season is the opportunity to say “THANK YOU” 
and to wish you the very best for the new year. 
  

Celebrating 

130  Years 
 

Smithfield … from page 1 

Registration opens for 97th Ag. Outlook Forum 

lined by MANRRS will assist us in increasing our 
capacity to attract top-tier talent and continue to 
feed the world.” 
 Money from the grant will also support his-
torically black colleges and universities, to provide 
resources and strengthen student candidates for 
industry leadership roles. High school seniors will 
receive a $5,000 scholarship to attend a historically 
black college or university of their choice to partic-
ipate in their local collegiate MANRRS chapter 
through Smithfield’s new 1890 Leadership pro-
gram, named after the 1890 land-grant institutions 
(historically black universities that were established 
under the Second Morrill Act of 1890). The initia-
tive will also include summer stipends for students 
to take part in research, immersion programs and a 
nationwide eMentoring program. 
 “This initiative will nurture a generation of 
diverse agricultural leaders and lay the groundwork 
for strengthening the relationships between the 
industry and these institutions,” said Ebony Web-
ber, chief operating officer of MANRRS. “We’re 
grateful for our partnership with Smithfield Foods, 
a leader in its industry who understands the im-
portance of amplifying our students’ voices.” 
 Click for more information about how to 
apply to upcoming MANRRS initiatives. 
 Click to learn more about Smithfield's educa-
tional initiatives and commitment to their commu-
nities. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Registration is now open for the 
97th annual Agricultural Outlook Forum (AOF), the largest 
annual meeting and premiere event of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). The two-day Forum will take place 
on Feb. 18-19, 2021. Due to COVID-19 and current re-

strictions on large gatherings in the Washington, D.C. area, 
USDA will hold the 2021 Forum virtually for the first time 
and registration will be free for the event.  
 The 2021 Forum, themed “Building on Innovation: A 
Pathway to Resilience,” builds on USDA’s Agriculture Inno-
vation Agenda, launched earlier this year to align USDA’s 
resources, programs, and research toward the goal of in-
creasing U.S. agricultural production by 40% while cutting 
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture in half by 
2050. The Forum will feature a panel of distinguished guest 
speakers and 30 breakout sessions developed by agencies 

across USDA. Topics covered include the food price out-
look, innovations in agriculture, U.S. and global agricultural 
trade developments, and frontiers in sustainability and con-
servation. In addition, the USDA Chief Economist will un-
veil the Department’s latest outlook for U.S. commodity 

markets and trade, and discuss the U.S. farm 
income situation.  
  About USDA’s Outlook Forum 
 USDA’s Agricultural Outlook Forum 
began in 1923 to distribute and interpret na-
tional forecasts to farmers in the field. The 
goal was to provide the information devel-
oped through economic forecasting to farm-

ers so they had the tools to read market signals and avoid 
producing beyond demand. Since then, the event has devel-
oped into a unique platform where key stakeholders from 
the agricultural sector in the United States and around the 
world come together every year to discuss current and 
emerging topics and trends in the sector. More than 1,800 
people attended the 2020 Forum. 
 Register for the 2021 Agricultural Outlook Forum 
 Visit the Agricultural Outlook Forum website to regis-
ter. Follow the conversation at #AgOutlook USDA’s Twit-
ter, Instagram and Facebook.  

mailto:athompson1@ncat.edu
http://www.manrrs.org/
http://www.manrrs.org/
https://www.smithfieldfoods.com/sustainability/helping-communities
https://www.smithfieldfoods.com/sustainability/helping-communities
https://www.smithfieldfoods.com/sustainability/helping-communities
https://www.usda.gov/aia
https://www.usda.gov/aia
https://www.usda.gov/oce/ag-outlook-forum
https://www.usda.gov/oce/ag-outlook-forum
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Kwc8GMbk35PkF_Osvv4-g-2Ux0SEwgfI0f1JPd2oZ5QgRbBD9mVifIc5KIrvF83dodZGK39A0TwpnEzRh1xx1BeO_BXd-cGJCclflPxcWiAA_li6_dA8Dw5l-2wxAWRFK63MFpOMA1fQHfZDDrEjLA%3D%3D%26c%3DW
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Kwc8GMbk35PkF_Osvv4-g-2Ux0SEwgfI0f1JPd2oZ5QgRbBD9mVifIc5KIrvF83dodZGK39A0TwpnEzRh1xx1BeO_BXd-cGJCclflPxcWiAA_li6_dA8Dw5l-2wxAWRFK63MFpOMA1fQHfZDDrEjLA%3D%3D%26c%3DW
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Kwc8GMbk35PkF_Osvv4-g-2Ux0SEwgfI0f1JPd2oZ5QgRbBD9mVifIc5KIrvF83dMKUgSgkWzzp5CH5IkQItO78yJdYS6o_EioYEkLASqE1QfPWsuDKOGGfRTe2biOZZOJm99G5q8vciFgNdCPYeSdjNCcmYf92e%26c
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Kwc8GMbk35PkF_Osvv4-g-2Ux0SEwgfI0f1JPd2oZ5QgRbBD9mVifIc5KIrvF83dRAMi_olyD1_MzzXvLDkMSWJkccZLeJp5AqckmkLbmscSS8yUe2YDOHDuEqmq9apuCu8T9okwrqDA4TiF_YdeAxPSAVpuJtXX%26c
https://www.usda.gov/aia
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ARD OFFICERS 

Chandra Reddy 
(Chair) 

Tennessee State University 

Email: creddy@tnstate.edu 

 

Louis Whitesides 
(Chair-Elect) 

South Carolina State University 
Email: lwhitesides@scsu.edu 

 

Majed El-Dweik 
(Secretary) 

Lincoln University 
Email: dweikm@lincolnu.edu 

 

Conrad K. Bonsi (Treasurer) 
Tuskegee University 

Email: cbonsi@tuskegee.edu 
 

Shirley Hymon-Parker 
(Member-at-Large) 

N.C. A&T State University 
Email: sjhymonp@ncat.edu 

 

Vernon Jones 
(Immediate Past Chair) 

Langston University 
Email: vjones@langston.edu 

 
Non-Elected 

Alton Thompson 
(Exec. Director) 

Email: athompson1@ncat.edu 

1890 Land Grant Universities 

Alabama A&M University 
Alcorn State University 
Central State University 

Delaware State University 
Florida A&M University 

Fort Valley State University 
Kentucky State University 

Langston University 
Lincoln University 

North Carolina A&T State University 
Prairie View A&M University 

South Carolina State University 
Southern University and A&M College 

Tennessee State University 
Tuskegee University 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

Virginia State University 
West Virginia State University  

ARD Updates is published 
monthly by the Association of 
Research Directors. To suggest 
articles, contact Dr. Alton 
Thompson at 
athompson1@ncat.edu  

A R D  C A L E N D A R  

J O B  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

N I FA  F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

HIGHER EDUCATION CHALLENGE GRANTS PROGRAM  
The Higher Education Challenge (HEC) Grants Program strengthens institutional capacities, including 
curriculum, faculty, scientific instrumentation, instruction delivery systems and student recruitment 
and retention, to respond to identified state, regional, national, or international educational needs in 
the food and agricultural sciences, or in rural economic, community and business development. This 
program enables colleges and universities to provide the quality of education necessary to produce 
baccalaureate or higher degree level graduates capable of strengthening the nation’s food and agri-
cultural scientific and professional workforce. Please note that there is no matching requirement. For 
more information, read the HEC funding opportunity. 
FARM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND BENCHMARKING COMPETITIVE GRANTS  
PROGRAM  
The Farm Business Management and Benchmarking Competitive Grants Program helps to improve 
the farm management knowledge and skills of agricultural producers by maintaining and expanding a 
national, publicly available farm financial management database. Please note that there is no match-
ing requirement For more information, read the FBMB funding opportunity. 
RURAL HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION COMPETITIVE GRANTS PROGRAM  
The Rural Health and Safety Education Competitive Grants Program (RHSE) Improves the quality of 
life in rural communities by providing the essential knowledge necessary for successful programs of 
rural development. Please note that there is no matching requirement For more information, read 
the RHSE funding opportunity. 

PAWC | DEC. 6-8 | “A VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE”   
NIFA REPORTING WEB CONFERENCE  
Dec. 10, 2-3:30 p.m. Eastern | Conference Link, Dial to connect audio:  US: +1 669 254 5252 or +1 
646 828 7666 |Meeting ID:  161 716 9794 
JOINT AEA/ARD WINTER MEETING—Virtual | Jan. 25-28, 2021 
ONEUSDA INTERNSHIP SUMMER PROGRAM  Paid internship at various USDA agencies. 
USDA NATIONAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM— Deadline Jan. 31, 2021. Apply today. 
AHS/CARET 2021 VIRTUAL WEBINARS  
“Selecting and Engaging CARET Representatives for Effective Strategic Outcomes,”  Jan. 6, 2021,   
3-4:30 p.m., Registration TBA  
“Effective Advocacy Strategies for CARET Representatives and Administrative Heads,” Jan. 14, 
2021, 3-4:30 p.m., Registration TBA 

CENTRAL STATE UNIVERSITY |Dean, College of Engineering, Science, Technology and Agriculture 
and Director of Land-Grant Programs  
Central State University (CSU) is a public land-grant institution located in Wilberforce, Ohio, seeks a 
dynamic, innovative and transformative leader to serve as dean of the College of Engineering, Sci-
ence, Technology and Agriculture (CESTA) and director of 1890 Land-Grant Programs. The dean/
director is the chief academic and administrative officer of CESTA. The dean/director reports to the 
provost and vice president for Academic Affairs and will work closely with the Deans’ Council and 
administrative and fiscal units of CSU. 
CESTA offers degree programs in 10 critical areas of science, technology, engineering and mathe-
matics (STEM). CESTA offers minors in many of these same programs as well as in interdisciplinary 
fields such as environmental, forensic and computational sciences and nuclear engineering. CESTA is 
the critical hub for computer literacy, mathematics and science requirements in the general educa-
tion component of all CSU programs. Unique to Ohio, and the nation, CESTA offers an interdisciplinary 
degree program in water resources management.   Click here for a complete position description and 
the application process. 

APPLYING FOR NIFA COMPETITIVE EDUCATION GRANTS: SMALL AND MID-SIZED INSTITUTIONS 
Then sign-up for a webinar aimed to encourage applications to NIFA’s competitive education pro-
grams from small- and mid-sized institutions including community colleges and non-profit organiza-
tions. NIFA staff will give an overview of competitive education programs and upcoming request for 
application (RFA) deadlines for FY2021 followed by a panel of recent award recipients. Awardees will 
share their experiences choosing a NIFA program, crafting and submitting their applications and man-
aging their award. There will be plenty of opportunity for engaging conversation and Q&A. Event 
Date/Times: Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2-3:30 p.m. ET (1-2:30 p.m. CT). Registration link:  

mailto:creddy@tnstate.edu
mailto:lwhitesides@scsu.edu
mailto:dweikm@lincolnu.edu
mailto:cbonsi@tuskegee.edu
mailto:sjhymonp@ncat.edu
mailto:vjones@langston.edu
mailto:athompson1@ncat.edu
http://www.aamu.edu/
http://www.alcorn.edu/
http://www.centralstate.edu/index.php
http://www.desu.edu/
http://www.famu.edu/
http://www.fvsu.edu/
http://www.kysu.edu/
http://www.langston.edu/
http://www.lincolnu.edu/
http://www.ncat.edu/
http://www.pvamu.edu/
http://www.scsu.edu/
http://www.subr.edu/
http://www.tnstate.edu/
http://www.tuskegee.edu/
http://www.uapb.edu/
https://www.umes.edu/
http://www.vsu.edu/
http://www.wvstateu.edu/
mailto:athompson1@ncat.edu
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/higher-education-challenge-hec-grants-program
https://nifa.usda.gov/event/farm-business-management-and-benchmarking-fbmb-competitive-grants-program-application-deadline
https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/rural-health-and-safety-education-competitive-grants-program-rhse
http://pawc.info/
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1617169794
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/11/09/usda-announces-oneusda-internship-program-summer-2021?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.usda.gov/partnerships/1890NationalScholars
https://careers.centralstate.edu/postings/5450
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscO2qqD8qHWj1TrqNfsgbNSBQoG0SUCQ

